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Directions: Choose a book or two, fiction or
non-fiction, that highlights LGBTQ+
experiences. Agree on a timeline for finishing
the book(s) and then hold a meeting to
discuss its themes.
Supplies Needed: Physical books and/or
audio books highlighting LGBTQ+ experiences

Submitted by Ellen R.

DISNEY'S QUEERPHOBIC PRACTICES
By Joseph Malone (he/him)

While Disney often prides itself on claiming to be an ally to the LGBTQIA+
community, that could sadly not be further from the truth. Time and time again
they have shown their true colors- and they are far from Rainbow Striped. Many
of you likely know that an anti LGBTQIA+ bill, often referred to as the “Don’t Say
Gay” bill, is very quickly making its way through the Florida legislature. But
what you might not know is that, as discovered by the Orlando Sentinel, Disney
has been funding every Florida politician who has been sponsoring and
cosponsoring this incredibly discriminatory legislation, such as the Bill’s State
Senate Sponsor, Dennis Baxley. Baxley has pushed anti-LGBTQIA+ legislation
for years, up to and including laws that would block gay couples from adopting
children. He even once “compared kids who live with same-sex parents to kids
raised by alcoholics and abusers and later said, ‘I’m not phobic, but I simply
can’t affirm homosexuality.'" Yet when the public initially demanded that they
stop funding hate, Disney CEO Bob Chapek refused, and told Kim Masters with
The Hollywood Reporter that he was “staunchly opposed to bringing Disney
into issues he deems irrelevant to the company and its businesses' and Chapek
himself saying “"corporate statements do very little to change outcomes or
minds'' and “Disney's involvement would make it "a political football". In an
internal memo that has been widely blasted, Chapek also claimed that “The
biggest impact we can have in creating a more inclusive world is through the
inspiring content we produce, the welcoming culture we create here, and the
diverse community organizations we support, including those representing the
LGBTQ+ community”. This is frankly laughable considering he is actively
funding anti-LGBTQIA+ legislation that would bar said ‘inspiring content’ from
being shown in schools at all.

Only after incredible amounts of external and
internal pressure from the public and
employees did he and Disney at large recant,
saying they would pause donations in Florida
while they “reassess." But that does nothing to
undo the harm they have already done by
donating to these campaigns. And speaking
of Disney’s “inspiring content”, where has that
been? Clearly they believe themselves to be
on the cutting edge of Queer media, and yet I
ask you to name a single Disney production
besides The Owl House (which had its third
season canceled for not fitting Disney’s
‘values’) which has notable and explicit Queer
representation. In addition, an internal letter
from Pixar Studios to Disney Leadership has
surfaced, and it is quite clear what they think
of Disney’s history on LGBTQIA+ content.
Within the letter, Pixar accurately accused
their parent company of stepping back from
the debate around this bigoted legislation
while continuing to profit off the LGBTQIA+
community. “Disney has cut nearly every
moment of overtly gay affection from its
content regardless of when there is protest
from both the creative teams and executive
leadership at Pixar.”
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undo the harm they
have already done
by donating to
these campaigns."

Disney attempted to backpedal, claiming that
they “opposed the bill from the outset” and
saying they would donate 5 million US Dollars
to the Human Rights Campaign.
However, in what I can only describe as a true
power move, the HRC turned them down,
telling them that they did not want their money
until Disney committed to real action against
the “Don’t Say Gay” bill. If you take anything
away from the above information, it should be
this: corporations, especially the largest
among them, are never your or the LGBTQIA+
community’s friend. They seek to profit off us
through the minimal dusting of
“representation” when it is convenient, and
then discard us when they’re done. As gay
historian and Pulitzer finalist Dr. Eric Cervini
put it in a recent thread on twitter, “no more
pride posers.” This past week has shown that
while it is far from easy, through enough work
and coordination, we can bring these massive
corporations to heel and force them to
negotiate. I ask you to remember that the next
time you go to renew your Disney+
subscription, or buy Star Wars or Marvel
merchandise, to be an informed consumer.
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WHY WE NEED INCLUSIVE SEX
& HEALTH EDUCATION
By Crow D. (they/them)
Sex and health education in the United States has a long way to go
before it is LGBTQ inclusive. Most states have yet to require schools to
teach LGBTQ inclusive sex ed., and many don’t yet require sex ed. to be
taught at all. In Florida, as of March 28th, the Don’t Say Gay bill means
that LGBTQ topics and identities are specifically excluded from schools.
And yet LGBTQ inclusive health education is vital, not just for queer
students, but for everyone.
One barrier to inclusive sex and health education is the misconception
that, because queer and trans people are a minority, a curriculum that is
inclusive of us won’t be useful or pertinent to a majority of people. In the
first place, this isn’t a good argument for keeping LGBTQ content out of
schools, because even if only 10% of people use the information they
learn, it will be worth it. But inclusive sex ed. doesn’t just help queer
students; it’s beneficial for everyone. Most – if not all – students know or
will know at least one person who is queer or trans, and having the basic
knowledge to support them is instrumental. A Gallup Poll shows that the
number of adults in the U.S. that identify as LGBTQ or queer has been
rising steadily for the past decade, and younger age groups also have
much higher rates of people who identify as LGBTQ. Still, there remains
very little health education designed to support queer students and
educate other students on LGBTQ topics.

Even once an LGBTQ-inclusive curriculum is in
place, there are often many problems with it.
In my experience, when a school, district, or
state markets its sex ed. policies and
curriculum as “LGBTQ inclusive,” what it
means is that queer people are given token
representation and passively acknowledged as
having different life experiences. Although
this is a start, it is not inclusive. Unless sex ed
curricula specifically include information and
resources on other forms of sex, as well as
how to perform those safely, those curricula
are not inclusive. Inclusivity means LGBTQ sex
and health are represented just as much as cis
and straight sex and health.
Truly inclusive health classes would also
encourage and guide students through
discovering their own identities. Sex and
health classes tend to be cis-centric and
heteronormative and be directed toward a
completely cishet audience – never
acknowledging or providing support for the
queer kids in the room. Especially as some
schools and districts begin to incorporate
social-emotional learning into health curricula,
there is so much room to let students explore
their own identities. When teachers begin
talking about transness and queerness as
something that any student can identify with,
instead of as an outside “other” group of
people, not only will queer students feel
recognized, but other students might discover
something new about their own identities.
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LGBTQ-inclusive curriculum doesn’t just mean
including topics surrounding LGBTQ identities.
Queer youth are disproportionately affected
by mental illness. In 2021, almost half of queer
youth in the U.S. wanted to receive counseling
services but didn’t have access to a mental
health professional, and 70% of queer youth
reported having poor mental health during the
pandemic. Including information on mental
health in general health curricula is important
for all students, and will be especially
important for queer kids who experience
higher rates of mental illness. Schools need to
give queer students the knowledge, skills, and
resources (like school counselors or other
mental health professionals) to take care of
their mental health.
Queer students deserve to learn how to take
care of ourselves, but most schools still don’t
seem to recognize that. To any queer students
reading this, know that your health is
important and your health is vital, no matter
whether schools, curriculum, or teachers
choose to honor that.

Thank you to our contributors Elanor, Ellen, Joseph, & Crow &
to our editors Scarlet & Crow for making this edition possible.
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