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GSA ACTIVITY IDEA: DEAR LGBTQ+ YOUTH
Directions: Have your GSA make valentines and
write positive messages to other LGBTQ+ youth
on them. Create a collage of valentines or hang
them up in your school.
Supplies Needed: Colored Construction Paper,
Scissors, Pens & Markers (Optional: Stickers,
Stamps, etc.)

A DREAM WORLD
By Jay Barry (they/she)
All I can think of is a dream world
Where they can be them
Where he can be him
Where she can be her
Where xe can be xem
And all others can be who they are
Without fear
Without stringent expectations
But after all
Is it really a dream?
I say no
We’ve worked too hard for it to be
And not just us
The centuries of people before us
We’ve suffered too much
Gone through enough
That is the word, isn’t it?
Enough
Enough asking permission to be
ourselves

MY HIGH SCHOOL’S TRANSGENDER DAY
OF REMEMBRANCE VIGIL
& MOVING AWARENESS TO ACTION
By Ellen R. (she/they)
Content Warning: Mentions of AntiTransgender Violence, Transphobia, Death
Every year on November 20th Transgender Day of
Remembrance (abbreviation TDOR) is observed
internationally to honor the memories of individuals who
have been killed in acts of targeted anti-transgender
violence in the past calendar year. The observance was
first established by supporter Gwendolyn Ann Smith and
her friends to memorialize Rita Hester, a Black
transgender woman who was murdered in Allston,
Massachusetts on November 28th 1998. Smith and her
collaborators launched the “Remember Our Dead” web
campaign to document the lives lost to anti-transgender
violence. A candlelit vigil was held in San Francisco in
1999, marking the first official observance of Trans Day of
Remembrance ("Trans Day of Remembrance", n.d.). The
event has expanded to honor the lives of all transgender
and gender non-conforming people lost to violence since
November 20th of the previous year ("Transgender Day of
Remembrance", n.d.). As of 2010, the holiday is observed
in approximately 20 countries and commemorations are
held in at least 185 cities ("Transgender Day of
Remembrance | Just another WordPress site", 2012).
For the past two years, the Human Rights Campaign ("An
Epidemic of Violence", 2021) has tracked the highest
recorded rates of fatal violence against the transgender
and gender non-conforming community in the United
States. The organization states in their annual report that,
“at least 47 transgender and gender non-conforming
people have been killed in the U.S. since the beginning of
2021 ("An Epidemic of Violence", 2021).”

In November 2020 in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, my
friend Bryn and I held our town’s first Transgender Day of
Remembrance Vigil. I had never been to an observance of its
kind before and knew little of its expansive legacy and
impact within the LGBTQ+ community. I identify as a cis
woman and prior to my experiences in LGBTQ+ groups and
circles I had minimal knowledge of just how expansive
gender is and the extreme adversity the trans community
faces.
This particular year was also the first that Bryn and I were
acting as presidents of our high school’s GSA (which was
nothing short of daunting being only sophomores.) With the
help of our GSA, we gathered all the materials needed to hold
the event - from hand sanitizer and masks to sound
equipment and tables. We worked with our town’s health
department to ensure the event would fulfill all the COVID
protection guidelines, including requiring face masks for all
attendees. Then on a chilly Saturday night in November, we
drew over thirty attendees and joined countless others
across the globe in the collective mourning of our fellow
LGBTQ+ community members, our fellow human beings.
The importance for caring for one another and organizing
together to promote social equity had never been more clear.
I learned to never underestimate individual capacity to
organize and affect positive change. Our suburban town in
New England is predominantly white with a population of
about 20,000 people. Our GSA knew it would be most critical
to raise awareness of the social injustice that affects the
transgender community - disproportionately transgender
people of color - to our town, in which the majority of the
people may not share these life experiences. Even though the
death of a transgender woman of color and community
advocate had occurred little over ten miles from our town in
May of 2021 ("An Epidemic of Violence", 2021). It remains
clear that no region is immune from this epidemic of
violence, no matter the façade of being progressive area.

"It remains clear that no
region is immune from
this epidemic of violence,
no matter the façade of
being progressive area."

All the members of our GSA aspired to make Transgender
Day of Remembrance an annual observance in our town. This
past year we worked to expand the scope of our vigil,
including having more speakers, creating a flyer and set of
links to informational resources as well as organizations to
support and action items to take, and advertising more to
neighboring GSAs and other LGBTQ+ youth groups in our
area. For our most recent vigil, we contacted a transgender
alum of our high school to speak on his experiences and the
challenges he faced while in school. We also wanted to
center current transgender and non-binary student speakers
as well.
Holding local vigils for Transgender Day of Remembrance
provides trans youth a support network when grieving this
insurmountable loss. It can also provide more accessibility
to LGBTQ+ events and local resources for kids who do not
live near larger cities that may have established observances
and to those without the necessary transportation to reach
them. The co-president of my school’s GSA, Bryn, a trans
student, reflects on the event’s impact saying, “Transgender
Day of Remembrance to me is a day where our community
can come together to remember those who we have lost to
anti-trans violence and to recenter ourselves mentally
[emotionally] as a community for the coming year...It’s our
responsibility, as LGBTQ+ individuals who have the privilege
and platform to speak openly in our community, to fight for
the individuals who do not.”
We must work to foster community commitment to taking
action against social inequalities, rather than having our
work start and end with awareness. However - I must
acknowledge awareness is an important first step to
bringing about a larger commitment to political, social, and
economic equity to the public. Grassroots organizations for
LGBTQ+ young people - like Queer Youth Assemble and GSAs
- serve the vital purpose of facilitating the opportunity for
organizing these public events.

"We must work to foster
community commitment to
taking action against social
inequalities, rather than
having our work start and
end with awareness.

I hope that more GSAs and schools will begin to observe
Transgender Day of Remembrance because of these
reasons. Local events centering LGBTQ+ people can act as a
first bridge to awareness and suggest steps and resources
for a continuing commitment - on both individual and
collective levels. This can be encouraged through
promoting donations to organizations working to support
the LGBTQ+ whether through direct assistance or political
advocacy such as: the Transgender Emergency Fund, the
Human Rights Campaign, the Trevor Project, the Gay
Lesbian & Straight Education Network (GLSEN), the Gay
Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD), our very own
Queer Youth Assemble, and more. It can also be shared
through LGBTQ+ historical education and creative
endeavors.
As many significant days in the LGBTQ+ community - such
as Transgender Day of Remembrance - are not recognized
as federal holidays, the opportunity to organize around
these events annually can help support trans and nonbinary youth by giving them a safe space to process their
grief and it can also better engage schools and the public in
their role in supporting LGBTQ+ youth.
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